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Teachers: Early Years

Hidden Jewels

Subitising

 
 

Children often enjoy hiding games, especially if they involve gems, jewels or golden coins!

Adults could provide hide and reveal’ games that prompt children to subitise or see the number of the group without counting.

The Activity
Put three bowls over one, two and three jewels.
Quickly lift and replace one bowl and challenge children to say how many there are.
Swop the bowls around rapidly for a minute. When you stop, can they point to the bowl with three? Lift the bowl and see if
children can instantly say whether they are right.

Encouraging mathematical thinking and reasoning:

Describing
Can you see how many there are?
How did you see them?

Reasoning
How did you know there were three?

Opening Out
Can you make some different patterns with four jewels?
How can you arrange five jewels so you can quickly see there are five?

Recording
Draw, stamp, sticker or take a photo for your favourite patterns for 5
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